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Over the course of a legendary career, Will Durant was often asked about the most significant

events in history, the best books, the best ideas, and so on. The Greatest Minds and Ideas of All

Time draws on Durant's encyclopedic knowledge to present a world history "best of" that hits

humanity's high points. Included are "The Ten Greatest Thinkers," "The Ten Greatest Poets," "The

Ten Peaks of Human Progress," "Twelve Vital Dates in World History," as well as engaging profiles

of pioneers like Darwin, Keats, and Whitman. This audio edition showcases Durant's eloquence,

originality, and his ability to compare and contrast an array of historical figures and achievements.
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I agree with the authors picks (based on his criteria). The book is very wordy, poetically dancing

around points instead of converging on to one. It's not my preferred style of writing. This is a

gateway book to many other works, I find myself wanting to further read many of of Durant's picks,

such as:Plato's The RepublicConfucius' The Analectsetc...

Complex but nice

Durant is one of the most respected historians, and this modest-sized book is a gem. One can read

the chapters in any sequence he wishes to gain nuggets of info on favorite historical characters or



ideas. Or you can go to the back of the book and embark on the reading journey outlined by Durant

to gain a true education (estimated reading time is seven years.) This book is such a treasure I was

prompted to donate a copy to each of the young people from a local prep school who participated in

a Brain Game. The team was impressive in their accomplishments and plans for higher education.

No matter what your current level of formal education, this book will be a treasured addition to your

library and a valuable gift to youngsters.

One of my very favorite books

Love it!

Extremely well written and a real treasure trove of history and biographies. Reads well. The only

thing I don't like about it is its very humanist perspective - as if man is the measure of all of history.

Otherwise this would be a masterpiece.

Great refresher/reminder of all the greats.

Concise and brilliant.
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